ABYSSINIA	TEST   CASE
from barren juridical wrangles, and putting before them the
one issue which justified their corporate existence. He pro-
posed that the committee should forthwith recommend that
the arms embargo (which had already virtually ensured
Abyssinia's overthrow) against Abyssinia should be raised
and a ban on arms to Italy be imposed. He urged that the
list of arms should be based on a list compiled bv the United
States. The next day he proposed, under the heading of
economic measures, a refusal to take imports from Italy. He
submitted that e an embargo by all members of the League
on Italian goods would cut off roughly seventy per cent of
Italy's export trade *.
M. Motta, of Switzerland, was really worried at the almost
sadistic haste with which his colleagues were moving, and
suggested a sub-committee to slow down the procedure—the
Swiss were really alarmed at the loss of Italian trade. The
French delegate put forward his own proposals which he
hoped would be given priority to Eden's: Eden once again
gave evidence of the mood he was in. 4 To be quite frank,
I do not believe it is in the least necessary to send my pro-
posals to a technical sub-committee at all; they do not require
any technical elaboration whatsoever. What they require is
an admittedly very difficult political decision *. Afterwards
he relented, with the stipulation that the sub-committee
should have approved his own proposal at latest on about
18th October.
The next resolution he carried was that * the Governments
are invited to put in operation at once such of the measures
recommended as can be enforced without fresh legislation,
and to take all practical steps to secure that the measures
recommended are put into operation by 31 st October 1935.
Within ten days of the Assembly's concurrence with the
findings of the League Council, a committee consisting of
fifty-two states members of the League, had adopted for
recommendation to all the governments—with the exception
of the two belligerents and three dissenters—five concrete
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